
 

News from the Shop

 

Spring has well and truly arrived and
with the warmer weather comes the
perfect time for a spring clean. Out
with the old and in with the new,
whether it's updating the style of your
home or carrying out renovation
work. Either way, achieving a new
look can be easier than you think.

 

Installing a residential lift as a retrofit
is a large proportion of our business
these days. Customers are often
very surprised to learn that they can
benefit from a lift in their homes far
more easily and much sooner than
they ever realised. Thanks to
innovative new installation
techniques, retrofitting stylish lifts
into existing homes is a trend that's
on the rise.

 

Retrofitting a lift is straight-forward
and requires minimal building work,
and can add thousands to the value
of a home. In fact, it is estimated that
in the US incorporating a lift into a
home can add 10 per cent to the
value of the property.

 

In most Australian cities the real
estate market is largely unstable, so
many home-owners are choosing to
invest in improving their home, to
protect and enhance their biggest
asset. They understand that buying
and selling is expensive so they
want to add substantial, long-term
value to their home.

 

Style File

 

According to design expert Jane
Carter from Tradewinds Design, the
addition of a lift to your home has
excellent style merit, so long as it
ticks all the boxes when it comes to
functionality.

 

The first principal I consider when
designing a piece of furniture, a
room, or even a whole house, is
function. Function should play the
leading role in the design of your
home, especially when you're
incorporating a feature element like
a lift or even a stairwell.

 

Whatever it is, it has to work
effortlessly. Ergonomic principles
like the golden triangle in the kitchen
help us to plan spaces that function
well, but if you really think about how
you as an individual operate on a
daily basis then you can fine tune
the design of your home and really
maximise the effortless flow of daily
tasks.

 

Take the kitchen... is the kettle near
the coffee, cups, and fridge for milk?
Or do you walk backwards and
forwards across the kitchen just to
make a cup of coffee. Where do you
put your shopping bags when you
stumble in from the car and need to
unpack food into the pantry and
fridge? The trick to any good home
design is simple - visualise your
daily tasks and break them down.
From there it becomes clear just

 

Lift Tips

 

It's not everyday that you go out
and purchase a lift for your home.
However, a residential lift is a
valuable addition to your home,
which offers convenience and
increases saleability, so the
purchase decision is worth getting
right!

 

Choosing a supplier is about far
more than a glossy brochure.

 

Here's a few ways to come up
with a solid shortlist of suppliers.

 

1. Research the suppliers
who can satisfy your
needs and understand
the approach and
philosophy of each, to
ensure they are aligned
with your expectations
and requirement

2. Check that suppliers
have the necessary
industry qualifications
and accreditations
associated with safety
systems, training and
work safety

3. Review suppliers'
competition and
consumer law
compliance

4. Be clear on after-sales



 

Doing the maths, it's certainly more
cost-effective to retrofit a private,
purpose-designed and built home
lift, than to move and have to pay
agents fees, stamp duty and the like.
And, there's the prospect of moving
to a less desirable location, leaving
behind precious memories and
close neighbours and friends.

 

Installing a home lift might seem
indulgent to some. It is definitely a
statement in luxury and architectural
design, but beyond the aesthetic
appeal there is the rationale of
absolute convenience and forward
thinking. The addition of a lift is a
smart move towards 'future proofing'
a home - enabling people to stay in
the home they love, for longer.
Afterall, Australia is an aging
population and the Government
continues to encourage us to stay in
our homes.

 

Of course, there are situations
where selling is unavoidable. And,
the good news is that when it does
come to selling, a multi-level home
with a private lift instantly becomes
more appealing and easier to
market to a broader range of buyers.

 

Lift Shop has had the pleasure of
working with a large number of
customers over the years, being
invited into much-loved homes to
assess access possibilities and
offer a range of solutions. The
people we speak to are excited by
the prospect that with a Lift Shop lift
they get a solution that is as stylish
as it is convenient.

 

Featuring aluminium or steel glass
shafts, and a choice of custom
finishes, every lift makes a
statement. The lift is assembled
onsite, without expensive cranes or
roof removals, and it operates with a
low pit, small headroom space and
low power consumption.

 

Delivering a big impact with minimal
fuss, it's no wonder retrofitting
residential lifts is taking off!

 

 

  

how designing specifically to your
needs and lifestyle can improve
functionality, convenience and
ultimately, your quality of life - not to
mention maximising your
investment.

 

Jane Carter is a Director of
Tradewinds Design

 

Lift Shop Scene

 

Over the years, Lift Shop has been
involved in some very exciting
projects, and we've got quite a
showcase to show for it. Here's just
one of our recent projects.

 

With the highest of expectations for a
world-class lift installation, the high
profile owner of this luxurious
Toorak home came straight to Lift
Shop for the award-winning
Supermec. Working closely with the
client, Lift Shop designed and
installed a completely customised
gold lift shaft on the side of the
residence, incorporating milk frosted
glass and copper cladding, and
striking gold and glass doors.
Internally, the lift cabin was finished
with touches of gold and classic
parquetry flooring, and new lift foyers
were created for each level.

 

 

  

service and support
policies and be wary of
long warranties with
substantial exclusions

5. Finally, imagine a long-
term partnership with the
company. Will they
provide the level of
customer service you will
need and expect over the
lift of the lift?

 

Feedback

 

We love to what our customers think.
If you have any feedback on any of
the above stories, or would simply
like to tell us about your Lift Shop lift
experience or project, please contact
us.

 

 



 

 


